Sim

SERVING IN MISSION – By Prayer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Comrie communique 
February 2010   

Two days ago we arrived back from Australia. We were thankful to get a standby flight from Sydney to Vancouver. It was a 15 hour flight and we are still trying to re-orientate, but our hearts are so thankful for all that God has done for us.

We must start with an apology as we had hoped to get a newsletter out before we left on the 25th December, but for three weeks Roy had a serious case of diarrhoea which left him very weak. After many tests there was no diagnosis, and it was only three days before the proposed flight date that he felt that he was definitely improving and that we should go as planned. This left no time for communication, but we thank you for all your letters and cards. We trust that you had a really blessed Christmas and we wish you all a year that is marked by new and deeper experiences of the Lord and His power and faithfulness.

We left Vancouver on the night of December 25th as that was deemed the best option for standby flying. From minus temperatures we arrived in Sydney in 30 degrees.  Dear AEF retired missionary friends met us at the airport and took us two hours down the coast to spend the night with them in Nowra. We then hired a car and travelled down the Hume Highway to Melbourne. We had hoped to go via the coastal route to visit with one of our SIM retirees who had cancer. However Dianne died just two weeks before our arrival. We had a week with Gwyn’s cousin and his wife and it was so good to catch up with them, visit beautiful areas around and to see what God has in place for them in these retirement years. A contact with a Sri Lankan couple in their church was such a blessing.
From Melbourne we flew to Brisbane and spent a day with Craig Burgess, son of Roy’s sister Sheila who was murdered, and his wife Jenny and their delightful family. They took us four hours down the beautiful Gold Coast to Grafton, where we all stayed with Neil, the other son of Sheila, and his wife Penny and two lovely girls. We had a wonderful time exploring the beauties of that area as well as spending hours sharing, answering lots of questions and talking through issues. It was a very special time and we thank the Lord for the reality of His presence.

The next week in Brisbane was spent with another nephew Barry, the eldest son of Gwyn’s brother and his wife Joy and their two boys. They took us down the Brisbane river and we viewed the lovely city of Brisbane from their boat. We also went to their vital church and met, for the first time with Bill, a second cousin of Roy’s from Zimbabwe, who also goes there with his wife Katy and family. They met Craig and Jenny for the first time, and as they are related they plan to meet together again. What a small world! Only God could put this all together! Roy spoke at a small group from Bridgeman Baptist Church and also met the leadership from this church. We also met up with other special friends from our Zimbabwe days, all of us the same age and all still rejoicing in the goodness of our God. 
From Brisbane we flew to Perth and had a delightful ten days there, meeting up with wonderful friends from our Zimbabwe days. We travelled to south Perth to stay with Colin and Barbara Meadows, former missionaries from Botswana. Roy took a missions conference in their church, Riverton Community Baptist Church. The response to the ministry of the word and the call to commitment was overwhelming. All praise to our God, and thanks to those of you who prayed.  We pray that those who responded follow through in obedience to the Lord. The literature was snapped up from our SIM display.
The next plane journey took us back to Sydney. We found our way around that sprawling city by train and bus, and were able to meet our grandson Mark who is doing a gap year at Hillsong Bible School after completing his B.Sc. in Canada. We also went to an AEF re-union and met with many of our former missionaries and council members. Lots of happy memories! Among those there were Keith and Cindy Frew who had just arrived from Vancouver, and their daughter Renee. They were able to give us some news of  our SIM family in Abbotsford. While in Sydney, we had three visits to our SIM Office, meeting with many of the staff and had a particularly special meeting with our SIM Australian Director, Omar Djoeandy, sharing our common vision for Australia, the unreached world and a particular new project in Gokwe in Zimbabwe.
It has been good to catch up with our families here. Andrew and RuthAnne are still in the planning stage of their re-location to Orcas Island just below the USA border. They and RuthAnne’s parents have bought two plots of ground on this lovely Island but have to start clearing trees, finding water and then building a home. Andrew is waiting for his green card to come through so they can sell their home and move south. It is a real walk by faith and we join them in praying for the Lord to put it all together. Doug and Lyn have just returned from spending time with Lyn’s mother in South Africa and they also spent a day with Mark in Sydney prior to flying back to Vancouver, arriving the day after us. Michelle and Dan are thankful to have their parents back as they are very busy with studies. Michelle should complete her teaching degree in June.  Neil and Jan have had a difficult road. Two car accidents, neither of which was their fault, have left Neil struggling with headaches and Nate with deep tissue injury that has meant he has not been able to play soccer for Trinity Western for weeks. However, although the car was a write off we are thankful that he is alive! In all of this they are trying to understand the purposes of the Lord, and to keep trusting Him. We had hoped to fly from Perth to Indonesia and have a couple of days with Bruce and Judy and family, but this did not work out and we have had to be content with phone calls. We do anticipate seeing them in June here in Canada.

We now turn our attention to the ministry ahead and once again would covet your prayers. We have lots of gaps but we know that the Lord has plans.
February 26th – 28th. 
Roy is speaker for the Temple Baptist Church Missions Conference, Cambridge, Ontario

May 21st – 23rd
Roy is speaker for the Missions conference at Prairie Tabernacle,



Three Hills, Alberta.

With love and deep appreciation for your ongoing support,

Roy and Gwyn
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